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Head Positives
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Head Negatives

Eyes Medium to large, expressive eyes ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Small, Unexpressive eye

Eyes Widely set eyes ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Narrow between the eyes

Lips, Bite Firm well-shaped lips (a relaxed mouth is ok) ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒
❒ Excessively baggy, droopy, sagging lips

❒ Underbite ❒ Overbite

Muzzle Refined, well formed muzzle ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Large ❒ Coarse muzzle ❒ Square muzzle

Muzzle Wide nostrils ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Ears Small, alert ears with tips pointing slightly towards one another ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Large ears ❒ Non-alert ears (angling
outward)

Jaw Wide set jaw bones ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Narrow Jaw

Jowls Well defined jowls ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Non-defined jowls

Head Broad forehead ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Head Visible, well formed brow ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Flat, undefined brow

Head Head relatively short and width is proportionate to length ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Narrow face in proportion to length

Head Size in proportion to body ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Size out of proportion to body

Head Straight or slightly hollow (dishing) nasal bone ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ Coarse ❒ Roman faced

Judge’s Over-All Impression of Head

❒ Very Good-Perfect 10-9 ❒ Above Average 8-7 ❒ Average-Acceptable 6 ❒ Improvement Desired 5-4 ❒ Poor 3-2-1

Comments

Division Entered: ❒-Sport Horse ❒-Park/Carriage ❒-Utility ❒-Friesian ❒-Judge’s
Choice

Inspection Conformation & Movement Evaluation
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Neck Positives
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Neck Negatives

Length Medium length in proportion to body ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Arch Fairly arched, gradual uphill from base of wither to poll ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Throat Clean, unrestricted throatlatch ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Set Neck set relatively high above the point of shoulder ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Poll Supple in Poll ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Shape Elegant ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Shape Rounded ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

❒ Too Long ❒ Too Short ❒ Ewe Neck
❒ Low-set neck ❒ Neck tied in too low
❒ Hollow ❒ Thick throatlatch
❒ Underside bulging between throat and chest
❒ Underdeveloped top-side
❒ Dip before withers
❒ Flat neck (neck with no arch)
❒ Base of neck too thick
❒ Downhill (Horizontal or lower)
❒ Neck is too heavy

Judge’s Over-All Impression of Neck

❒ Very Good-Perfect 10-9 ❒ Above Average 8-7 ❒ Average-Acceptable 6 ❒ Improvement Desired 5-4 ❒ Poor 3- 2-1

Comments

Please Note:
A higher neck set, a straighter shoulder and longer upper arm bones, than are indicated in the details of these pages, is
desirable for horses of Park type. The judge will take these into consideration for horses being evaluated on a Park Standard.

Comments
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Back & Body Positives
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Back & Body Negatives

Back Medium length back ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Back & Loin Well connected, strong loin & back ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Loin Short, wide loin ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Loin Convex loin ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Croup Gently sloped croup ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Body Good girth, body depth ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Body Well sprung ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Withers Long, sloping withers ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

❒ Long back (over 50% of body length)
❒ Short back (under 40% of body length)
*body length = point of shoulder to point of buttock
❒ Hollow back
❒ Downhill build (in horses over 4)
❒ Roach back
❒ Long loin
❒ Narrow loin
❒ Concaved loin
❒ Short croup
❒ Flat croup
❒ Overly steep croup
❒ Slight body
❒ Wasp waist
❒ Short, steep withers

Judge’s Over-All Impression of Back & Body

❒ Very Good-Perfect 10-9 ❒ Above Average 8-7 ❒ Average-Acceptable 6 ❒ Improvement Desired 5-4 ❒ Poor 3- 2-1

Comments
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Chest & Front Legs Positives
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Chest & Front Legs Negatives

Chest Ideal = a 3rd leg should neatly fit between the two front legs ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Chest Breast box should be square ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Chest Chest out in front of legs ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Shoulder Points of shoulder should be level when viewed from front ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Shoulder Shoulder should be sloping & long ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Shoulder High point of shoulder w/ at least a 90 angle between shoulder blade & upper arm ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Elbows Free elbows ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Elbows Elbows level from front view ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs Front legs are under point of withers (& fairly close to base of neck) ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs
Arm segment is half the length of shoulder segment
(arm = point of shoulder to point of elbow)

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs
Cannon bone is fairly centered from the middle of the knee, and the
forearm is tied into the middle of knee = straight pillar of support

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs Short cannon bone ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs Substantial cannon bone ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs Long forearm ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Front Legs
Medium length, elastic pasterns (distance from fetlock joint to coronary
band does not exceed ¾ the length of the cannon bone and is no less
than 50% of cannon bone length

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

❒ Narrow chest

❒ Steep shoulder

❒ Horse stands over at the front

❒ Horse stands underneath

❒ Short arm segment (no scope)

❒ Deviated knee

❒ Off-set cannons or bench kneed

❒ Rotated knee

❒ Long cannon

❒ Thin, light cannon bone

❒ Short forearm

❒ Short pasterns

❒ Steep pasterns

❒ Long pasterns

❒ Base Narrow

Judge’s Over-All Impression of Chest & Front Legs

❒ Very Good-Perfect 10-9 ❒ Above Average 8-7 ❒ Average-Acceptable 6 ❒ Improvement Desired 5-4 ❒ Poor 3- 2-1
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Hind End & Rear Legs Positives
Viewed from rear unless a  is present
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Hind End & Rear Legs Negatives

Hocks
Hocks are broad & angular with the hind area, below the point of hock,
equally broad & square

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Joints  Clean joints with no sign of puffiness ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Pelvis A broad pelvis with no propensity for one hind leg to strike the other ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Thighs Muscular thighs ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Gaskins  Muscular gaskins, both on the inside and on the outside ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Hips Wide at hips ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Hips Good length of hip ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Pelvis
Pelvis is wide (should see 4 corners of pelvis) (Males can be more
narrow at back corners of pelvis)

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Hips
Hip Sockets: Locate the hip socket and then go straight down the leg until
the pants muscle = is wider below than above

❒ ❒ ❒
❒ ❒

Stifles Stifles point outward and trajectory clears shoulders and belly ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Hock
Hocks point in towards one another at the same angle as the stifle points
outward

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Angle Toes point outward at the same angle as stifles & hocks ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Rear Rear cannon bones are attached exactly in the middle below the hock ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Rear Rear cannons go straight down ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

❒ Cow hocked (stifles point straight forward,
hocks point in towards one another & toes face
out)
❒ Bow-legged (stifle caps point out, hocks
point straight back & toes face straight forward
or inward)
❒  Short or straight pasterns

❒  Overly long pasterns

❒ Narrow Pelvis

❒ Base Narrow

Judge’s Over-All Impression of Hind End & Rear Legs

❒ Very Good-Perfect 10-9 ❒ Above Average 8-7 ❒ Average-Acceptable 6 ❒ Improvement Desired 5-4 ❒ Poor 3- 2-1

Comments
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Division Entered: ❒ Sport Horse ❒ Park/Carriage ❒ Utility ❒ Friesian OR ❒ Judge’s Choice (see below)

Judge’s Choice is: ❒ Sport Horse ❒ Park/Carriage ❒ Utility

Judge’s overall impression of the horse as a balanced, functional horse that would likely demonstrate some level of success and soundness as a:

❒ Sport Horse ❒ Park/Carriage ❒ Utility

❒ Above Average ❒ Promising ❒ Good ❒ Acceptable ❒ Improvement Desired

Hoof & Bone Positives
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Hoof & Bone Negatives

Hoof Hoof of sufficient size to properly support the horse ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Hoof Hoof of appropriate and symmetrical shape and angle ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

Bone
Consistent, substantial bone for size of horse
* ideal minimum = 7 inches of bone for each 1000 lbs

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒

❒ Plate / flat hoof (drafty)
❒ Contracted hooves
❒ Cupped hooves (too upright)
❒ Club foot
❒ Dished
❒ Hoof too small, for size of horse
❒ Bone too light, for size of horse
❒ Bone too coarse, for size of horse

Judge’s Over-All Impression of Hoof & Bone

❒ Very Good-Perfect 10-9 ❒ Above Average 8-7 ❒ Average-Acceptable 6 ❒ Improvement Desired 5-4 ❒ Poor 3- 2-1

Comments
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